Evidence   for   Prosecution.
Dr Thomas E. Hincks
which I then considered was rheumatic in origin. The first
trouble was the heart, which was working inefficiently, and I put
that down at the time to a rheumatic condition. If the heart
works inefficiently, you first of all get congestion in the kidneys,
and then finally some disease. If the disease does not abate you
get poisons collecting in the blood, and you get what is called
toxaemia, of which gastritis is one of the symptoms. At that
time, except for the rheumatism, I had not got any other origins
for the heart disease or heart inefficiency.
By Mr. justice darling—Toxaemia is poison in the blood?
—Yes.
You did not then suspect that it had been introduced by some-
body?—Oh, no.
Going back to the matter as we know it to be, we know that
arsenic was found in that body nearly ten months subsequently.
What is your opinion now?—My opinion now is that her illness
when she went into the asylum was caused by arsenical poisoning.
She had a remission of heart symptoms while she was in the asylum,
and her last and final illness was again due to arsenical poisoning.
Her last, illness after she returned from the asylum was caused
by a fresh dose of arsenic?—A fresh dose of arsenic.
Examination continued—When you say a fresh dose do you
mean a single dose on one day or not?—No. I have not been asked
the question, but my own opinion is that the paralysis which she
suffered from was due to arsenical poisoning, and the recxirrence
of her nerve symptoms shortly after she rotxirned from the asylum
was due to a large dose of arsenic being given.
By Mr. justice palling—About what date would that be?—I
should think it would be about seven days. The symptoms were on
the llth; say, a week or ten days previously, about the 3rd
February. That is only a guess, but it is my opinion. The
later symptoms and the acute gastritis were due to continued large
doses of arsenic.
When you say " largo," what do you mean?—Not absolutely
poisonous, hut continued; perhaps a grain administered from time
to time; and the fatal termination was due to an actually poisonous
dose.
What sort of quantity?—Anything over 2 grains.
Examination continued—Mrs. Armstrong wasi a teetotaller.
From time to time she took homoeopathic medicines. When she
was so acutely ill in February the nurse asked me if I had any
objection ty her taking some homoeopathic medicine* I asked to
see the bottle. Two bottles were produced, as far as I recollect;
" Brucine " was written on one, and on the other " Ignatia."
I am speaking just from recollection. I a&certained at the time
that these were homoeopathic medicines. I believe it was Major
Armstrong who showed me the bottles. He told me that she had
been in the habit of taking thifi drug when she had her bilious
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